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Cat,Col. Tune 
the 4, 1625. 


7eht Chriſtian and welbeloued Neigh- 
boxurs,betag adwmſed after my long and 
b tedious (xchnefie towyitndraw my ſelfe 
moth: Conntrey ayre : I not knowing 
how ſ/eone I fhall bee able to returne, 
| the rityrne of mey torture ceaTing ſo 
often vpon me; { thuug't good to leaue this ſpiritual 
P hiſicke for you, ( \wvh:ch you lutely h-ard,and ſeemed 
[wel felt 'd with it; ) rhat hawſoeurr I ſpeed for the 
infirmities of my bodies , you miy hauethus Receyt at 
leaft in my abſence for the grod and ſaxing health of | 
your ſoules. The L» bleſſe you all , and my ſlender 
L ahors among you,that you and I both may hane com- 


fort in the day of the Lord, 


Your aged and weake, but 
eucr willing Miniiter, 


R.W. 


To his V V.lheloued Netgh- 


bours , and Pariſhoners ot Saint 
Catherine Colmans, RW. wiſheth 
all heaſth,and heaucnly 
| happincſle, 
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THE PLAGYVE. 
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Nv» 8. 16. part of verſ.46, | 

Goe quickely onto the Congregation, and 
make an attonement for them , for there 

i wrath gone out from the Lord; the 
Plague ts begunne. 


T ovght to bce thecare 
a of a faithfull Steward 
”® ouer the Houſholde of 
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'£& their mcat giuen them, 


CG E@ZY not onely «ws, in their 
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z GOD, that they haue| 


A iuſt proportion & mea- 
ſure, bur xs, in their 
duerime and ſeaſon, Lvc.1 2.42. which was 
Saint Peals rule to Timothy, that the food mi. 
niſtredrothe people of God,ſhould be both 
ſeatoned and ſeaſunabie, a poynt nor onely 


C7 good learning, but of good diſcretion , 1s 
| | 
have 4 ward a tune for him that is weary, Eſt. 
| Aq4 50.4 | 
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| A Receyt to ſtay th: Plague. 
50.4. Which practiſe inthe Miniſter of God, 
5 the true following of che Apoſtles counſel, 
{pply your ſclues to the time, Rem. 12.11, Not 
hat they thould bee men-plcaſers,or tim? 

erucrs, but to upply th-mſetues to the time. 
1 the occurreats and occaſtons therein. In 
{ze confideratioa whereof, being by Gods 
lefſin2 tnabled againe to ſprake vnr9 you, 


| »hearc,or merodiſco.ute of, rhen this that 
{ haue read. The calamitie of the times, thc 
| n-afare of our (innes,the wrath of God,the 
Ccacritic of his puntihn*nt, all calling vpon 
v5,te 20e quickly to the Congregation , avd make 
110 Atonement, (fc. 

There aie rwo maine (innes in the former 
;partof this Chapt. that provoxed the wrath 
' 1f che Lordagiinſt his people : the firſt was 
| 1n opcn rebellion of the fact:on of Corah,and 
(1115 Confederatcs in the 1.2.3,verſes &c.the ſe. 
-ond,a generall murmure of all rhe Congre- 
24t1011 againſt Moſes and Aaron, Gods M 191- 
trace,and Go {s Minilter,ver, i. Theformer 
was puniſhed by an eximple of Tuſtice with. 
»ut an exainple; they & ail theirs went quick 
| 1N(O LC eErauc ver. 33. Theltter came vnto 
[uct a prouocation,by their adding finne vn- 
(CO tt2ne.that the Lord threatned to conſume 
| the whole Congregation in a moment with 


| > . 
{4 feartull plaguc,v. {.45, Topreuent which, 
| and by ſoinc mcancs to abare ar leaſt the| 


edge; 
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| A Receyt to ſlay the Plague, 
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edge of Gods fury, Moſes giues this ſudden, 
bur ſafeſt aduiceto Aaron, to rake a Cenſer, 
and co pur fire therein from the Altar,and to 
puton Incenſe, and then to ger him quickly to 
the Congregation, and to make an attonement, 
&c. Sothat, the text you haue heard, isa re- 
medy, or a medicine for a fearefull maladie; 
Phiſicke for the Plague, Which firſt, muſt 
bee taken with all ſpeed that may bee; for 
the diſeaſe is deſperate, and therefore Sine 
mor, Goe quickley. Secondly , the place | 
where, isin the Copgregation, Thirdly, the 
Medicine it ſelfe , is a precious OJatment, 
and Playſter of Arronement, Fourthly , a 
principall Actor in miniſtring the phiſicke, is 
the Prieſt, Fittly , the motiue wherefore, to | 
appeaſe the wrarh of the Lord, gone out 
againſt the people.. Laſtly,the meanes whers- ' 
by that wrath was executed, ihe Plague was 
begunne. | 

The whole then being an aduiſe of Ho- | 


ko the Magiſtrate to Aaroz the Prieſt, It ap- 
p 


eares cuen in the very entrance of this 


- [ Scripture, that contrary to the principles 


and poſitions of Ieſuitiſme,Magiſtrates haue 
p2wer to giue Order for the Worſhip and 
Seruicc of God, and that the Prince of the 
people 1s Cnftos utriu(que Tabule, Deut. I7sl bo 
The Booke of the Law ſhall remaine with 
the King. Sothat the King harh power not ; 
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onely rocommand in Ciuill Aﬀaires, but in 
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| matters concerning Diuine Religion; So did 
' Danid, ſo did Salomon,lo did Ezechtas, fo did 
' oſias, and ſodid the King of Ninzwein a caſe 
' of Gods wrath pronounced againſt the Ci- 
tie, proclarme 4 Faſt. 1eel 3.7, So didthe 
Chriſtian Emperours in former time. So 
did Moſes hcere, as a chicte Magiſtrate, giue 
order for a publike worke of Religion to bee 
done in the publikcc Congregation. Againe, 
'onthe other ſide,howſocucr wee learne,this 
[is a worke fitting to bce done in caſes of ex- 
tremitie;yetinthat Aarow doth it not, but by 
order fitlt preſcribed by Moſes,it crofleth the 
|pricſumption of their zeale, 2nd the affedta- 
[tion of ſingularitic in any priuate man , Or a- 
| ny particular Congregation, that ſhall runne 
| before a State,and preuent them in their acti- 
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| Ons , that may concerne the common cala- 
'mitic of a Countrey, or a Citic, for which 
| Godisto be pacifiec, andthe Landpurged in 
ocnerall, when s the Goucrnouts in their 
placcs are farre more wiler then any priuate 
1nan, to know the danger, & withour doubt, 
may b:epreſumed to be as zealous in the fit- 
[teſt time to apply the remedic. Therefore, 
\ whatſocuer eucry private man is boundto 
CO ervixt nimfcife and his owne foule, be- 
twixt himlelfe and his owne Family, (as 
'boune heis) by his prayers and his pealitence 
[to auert the wrath of Ged already gone out 


| 2 4 s- 
; againſt the ſinnes of a Naticn: yctI findno; 
| warrant: 
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warrant for any to take vpon them togather 
any Congregation,toſanctifie a publike Faſt, 
orto call vato mourning , before rhe Magi- 
{trate hath giuen order for it, But that once. 
done, wee finde heere, and that incxprefle | 
|tearmes, that it muſt bee donequickly , Goe 
quickly wnto the Congregation, and make an at- 
tonement for them. CAgree with thine aduerſa- 
ry quickly, Mat.5 .2 6. while thou art in the way, 
before thow come vnto the ludge, It God once! 
bee an aduerſary, agree quickly. It is ſo with 
men,much more ought it to be ſo with God; 
gitze all diligence to bce reconciled vnto 
God, Mora trabit periculem, delay breedes 
danger; hee that is not fit today,will be lcſle | 
fir to morrowe, and no man knoweth what 
to morrow day (hall bee, if it bee not done 
before the hand ſtrike vs to death, Ir is not 
then a temporall, but an cternall plague : for 
heercafter there is no hope of helpe, Delay 
is one of the Deuils moſt dangerous aſlaults, 
whereby he gets too much aduantage of the 
ſoules of men , while they dally with Gods 
iudgements : and therefore, Hodie, To day if 
you will heare his veyce, harden not your hearts - | 
yet alittle while is the day with you,the night | 
commerh when no man worketh. Seeke the | 
Lord while hee may bee found, cal! upon him | 
while hee is meere, Ela.55.6, Now ts the accep- 
ted time, now is the day of ſaluation,2 COr6. 


t. The time is now ours,wce haue right 1n it, | 
| B 2 that 
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that which is tocome, is the Lords, to iudoe 


(him: for alas whither ſhall a man flie from 
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A Receyt to ſtay the Plague. 


the miſ- ſpending of this. Rewel. 10,6, The 
Angell ſweares by him that liuerh for euer- 
more,that Time ſhal beno more;that is,after 
this time,no more time for repentance, no 
'more time for attonemcnr : therefore doe 
that you ought ro doe for your owne good} 
quickly, 
|; This day, this houre, this time ; Now 
there is roome, there will be none hereafter. 
It will betoo late to knocke with the filly 
Virgins, whenthe doore is ſhut, Goe quickly. 
They haue a rule in ſauing pollicie for auoy- 
ding of the Plague, and ir conſiſts in in three 
words, Cits, Zonge, Tarde : Goequickly, 
Goe farreenough, Makeno haſte to returne. 
I would we would be per{waded to vſerhem 
not in ſaving Policie, bur in ſauing Pictie, 
And firſt ro begin with C40, forthat I find 
in the Text a rule preſcribed by the Holy 
Ghoſt, to flie vato God quickly, not from 


him , the wings of the morning are too ſlow; 
the bottome of the depth is roo ſhallow; the 
farrhcermoſt part of the carth is too necre 
to keepe vs from him. 

Secondly, Longe ; forthat implyed in the 


| that haue called out his Iuſtice, that by our 


attonement, not farrefrom his Juſtice, ſeeing 
it 15 to0 {wift for vs, and will ſoone overtake 
vs whereſocucr ; but farre from our ſinnes, 
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repen- 
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repentance and amendment we may ſtay the 
courſe of it. | | 

Laſtly, T ard; that is,not to returne in haſt 
to our ſinnes againe; ſor ſinncs returned vnto, 

rouoke a worſe Iudgement : Sinne 10 wore, 
leſt « worſe thing come vmto thee, was the atter- 
yer that hee gaue vnto the ficke man, lobu 
5-14. The rice that 1stwiſe dead, is neere 
vnto curſing ; No Leper in Scripture is twiſe 
cleanſed ; no Prodigall istwiſe receiued; no 
loſt Sheepe is twiſe brought home z no dead 
man istwiſe raiſedzno Deuill is twiſe caſt out. 
The relapſe of fickneſle is dangerous,burt the 
relapſe of finne is more dangerous: Go quick- 
ly to God, goe farre from ſine, make no haſte to 
ſanne 474ine. 

Goe quickly to the Congregation. That's the 
next circumſtance, the place where: for 
albcit cucry man ſhould endeauovur in his ſe- 
cret cloſet ro reconcile himſclfe vnto God, 
and to commune with bis ewne heart , cuen in; 
his Bed-chamber y 4s the P/almift aduiſeth. 
Pſal.4.4. yer whereall menareft.:ners, and 
the hand of Gods wrath ſcemeth to bee ſtret- 
ched out in generall, without reſpeR of per- 
ſons, age, or degree : All men aieboundto 
oneand the ſame worke, that with one con- 
ſent, and one a the Lord might bee intrea- 
ted by the whole Congregation. For howſoc- 
uer the Lord is well pleaſed with euery par- 


ticular mans ſeruice in priuateyer that which; 
B 3 5-4 hee! 
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' [hce ſhall docin publike , is de melior; bone, 
ind much more acceptable. There was a 


which the Lord your Gol (hall chaſe amongit all 
he Tribes, to ſ*t his Name in : inthathis habi- 
ation you ſhall fieke vnto him, Neither was 
-his a Lays Tudiciall, or Ccremoniall, that 
20und the Tewe onely for a 11m7e ; but morall 
:nd perpetuall, that binds cae Chriſtian for 
-uer ; nor was ita Law tor the Iewiſh Syna- 
70gue onely, wher-in they caught and offe- 
red vptheir Incenſe, Sacrifice, and Oblations 
on the Sabbath dayes, bur for che Temple 
vnder the protcſſion of the Goſpell alſo;that 


zation,ſo hee was tobce pacified in the great 
Congregation. Therefore as the Prophet 
laid well, 1 will praiſe thee, O Lord,in the great 
Congrezation, in much people will I giue thankes 


uiſcas well, chat what Aaron did herein, hee 
ſhould doe tt in the Congregation. 

In the baniſhment of the [ſraclircs by the 
waters of Babylon, where they ſate & wept, 
ſcruſalem was vowed to bee their chicfeſt 
toy; not for any otherthing, but that there 
they might worſhip the Lord inhis holy Tem- 
ple, and in the Conzrezation of his Serwants, 
And when Chriſt gauc the promiſcto txo 
Or three, it iseuident, that hee intended not | 


priuate mectings, io much as publike Con- 
oregrations! 


| 
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Law made for it, Dent. 12. 5. 1* that place | 


1s God is to be praiſe in the grear Congre- 


vnto thee, Pſal,z5.18. So Moſes did here ad-| 
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gregations in the Church, as appeareth by 
| the connexion of the Text, Ez ero vobiſcum 
| vſque ad confi» mationem ſeculi, Mat.28,20, Is 
a promiſe to the Aſſcmbly in the Church, 
where with one mind, andone mouth,God 
may be ſerued & glorified, Rem. 15.6, which! 
was the Apoſtles exhortation, Epheſ.3.21.; 
That praiſes might beegiuen in the Church: 
through Icſus Chriſt v#to all generations for 
ewer. So that the fitnefle of place hath heere 
in Moſes diretion a good correſpondence 
with the fitneſle of time, as moſt accepra-| . 
ble to God, and moſt apt for mcn to make 
their attonement in. And therein wee fall 
vpon the third Branch, the Medicine far 
the maladie, Goe quickly unto the Congregation, 
/ [and make an atonement for them.Cc, 
- The whole need not the Phiſician, ſaith) 

; Chriſt, but the ſick. Theſe people were ſicke, 
( and ficke vnto ceath ; the way to curethemn, | 
was to make an attoncment for them, the 
manner how it was to bee done, was by offe- 
ring vp Incenſe , which albeir,it were a cc-] 
remoniall action, yet was it alwayes ioyned! 
with a religious ae of deuotion in prayer; 
and penitence. To which purpoſerhe Pro-/ 
8 phet prayeth, Let my prayer bee ſet before thee; 
[4 4s Incenſe, Pſal.145.2. And indeed it 1s a mot, | 
4 apt reſcmblarcc : for as the vſe of Incenſe; 
was to ſwectenthat which was valavory; C-! 


a \uen {o the wicked thoughts of out hearts, | | 
; :nd | 
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the Attonement that hee made with God, 
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and the vncleane ations of our lives, which 
yeeld an vnſauory {mell in the noſtrils of the 
Lord are {weetned by no other meanes, bur 
by the Incenſe of our prayers : therefore to 
ſhew how the one is reſembled by the other, 
itisfaid, that while ghe Incenſe was in bur. 


odours that were offered in the golden Cen- 
ſers, were offered with the Prayers of the 
Saints. 

So that the firſt Ingredience tor the At- 
tonement, was Prayer; bur not Prayer 8- 
lone: For as Marie Magdaleme camenot to 


and ſweer perfume onely; but ſhee brought 
withall 2 forrowtfull heart, and penitent 
reares for the ſinne of her Soule, Sotothe 
ation of Prayer muſt bee ioyned the worke 
of Penitence : for ſuch was the practiſe of 
Gods people cuer. 1.Sam.7. 3. The Arke of 


Prophet exhorts them to repent, and turne 


and the cuent prooucd the promiſe to bee 
true: Which Examp'e, albeit it concerne a 
caſc of warre, and fo not improper for our 
times, yet the practiſe may lerue as well for 
this of ſickneſſe. >F 

Tie' fame Order did Daniel obſerue, in 


Dan. 
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ning, the people were without at their prays | 
ers, Luke 1.10. And in Renel. 8. z.the ſweet | 


Chriſt with the Boxe of precious Oyntment | 


vnto God, and hee would deliver them | 


| 


| 


E 


| 


| 


the Lord being taken by the Philiſtines, the} 


| 
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Whercin he confeſlcth that euery one had 
/ finned, accuſing all, excepting none, a Con- 
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Dan. 9.5, 6. Together with their prayers, 
there isthe acknowledgment of their linnes; 
We have ſinned, and haue committed iniquitie, 
and hane donewickedly , yea, rebelled, and de-| 
parted from thy precepts, and thy indgements, 
And then he ſhewes wherein: For wee would 
not oLey thy ſernants, the Prophets, which ſpake | 
in thy Name, to our Kings, toowr Princes,to our 
Fathers, and to all the peeple of the Land, 


gregation of finners, and of (in, and thertore 
all had need of attonement in the Congre- 
gation ; albeit, no doubt of it, but ſome had 
offended more gricuouſly then other ſome : 


[cth all che Inhabitants of the Land into the 
| Houſe of the Lora, to offer vp their prayers and 
their Penitence, Joel 1. 14. Without whitch 
no maruell it is, that there can be no attone- 
ment, but that God doth ſtill keepe men vn- 
der with his heawnie hand, 14m.4.2. Inanothcr 
calamity, heſaith, You fight, and you warre, 
and you get nothing ; Whats the reaſon 7 
Becauſe you aske nor, thats primes error, the ' 


mm. 


cciue not, why ſo £ berauſe you acke amiſſe, 
[thats the next defe; there wants ſomewhat | 
totheir prayers, to make vp their attonement.. 
| The Prophet EFechrel inhis fourth Chapter, | 


ſpeakes plainely to the point, That ewem rhe | 
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yet all were. gailtie, So the Prophet y#e/cal- | 


firſt defect, Apaine, youaske, and you re- | 


| C praters | 
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- A Receyt to ſtay the Tlague. | 


prayers of the nitſt godly are ns! «proved of Cod, 
vnleſle they tor vehom thy pray doe repent, 
Although Nor, D:;zie/, and 1b, rhele three 
mer; ſtood vp, ye! fall cbey oxy ſane their own, 
ſorles in their 1igh;con{zſſe. Solutth God Je- 
remie '5 . If Moſes aid 5arznel were before me, 
| Iwon'd not yet reoard this people, SO that for; 
the AQ of 2:t0ncr5ent. 2:bcir the prayers of] 
the faithfull are powertuil, yet are they not 


ſopowcrtull as10 relecue impenitent finne1s; 

therefore did God, leremie 3. forbid the Pro- 
|phet expreſlely not topray forthe Iſraclites : 
Pray not for this people, neither lift thiuu vp thy 

woyce for them. So God reiected the prayers 

'of Samrnel for Sanl, Vpon which followeth 
this concluſion ; That ifthe penitenceofthe 
[people be not ioyncd with the prayers of the 
Pricſt, the attonem:at-will not be madey and 
ſo wee mult conltd:r of the perſon of the 
Prieſt,and no othor wile, Which is the fourth 
circumſtance cblorucd, that although hee be 
| principal Ag-nt io offervpthelncerſe of 
prayer tor thc pcopie ; yetnot hee onely for 
them, but thcy with him,20d ſorthemſclues, 
mult dcfire the Lord rot to corre in his 
wrath accortins to their finnces, but to re- 
| member taenraccorire io /i5 owne 2004dneſſe. 
| Truc it is, that the Commiſſion is delivered 
here to CHaron, but tic Conpreeation 
were to 1oyne-with him in the cxccution. 
| The Miniſter of God is a principa!l man ſing. 
ca! 


— 


| 


| 
| led and (er apart for the ex:cution of the will 
(of God, the declarationof bis wor 4 ;, the dire- 


nor muſt hee be defeRine, whatſoever the 


| theLord,in ceaſing topray for you. And ſo mnch 


|ch- preſumption of Corah in vilifying both 
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tion of obedience,. and all re iious ations, 
Butall che burden of Go !s ſeruice doth not | 
lye vpon him; and therefore the wiſdome of 
our Church did well ordaine that in the ſer-} 
uice of Gad, the Miniſter ſhould not per- 
formeall , But that the people ſhould ioyne 
in the open confeſsion of their ſinnes, and in 
the prayzrs for remiſſion, oratthe leaſt, ſay 
Amen to euery ſacrifice of Prayer, and of 
prayſe performed in the Congregation ; and 
yet though they were tyecd to this, ſtill the 
chiefe care and duticlyerh vpoa che Miniſter, 


people be; but ſry as 7094 Samuel ſayd, 1. 
Sam.12. God forbid that I ſhould ſjant azaiuff 


m one word may ſi:fhce for the Attonement, 
and the perſon, Now follywetihrthe reaſon, 
For there is wrath zone out from the Lord, the 
Plague is begun. | 

In ſuch a caſeas this was,the 1.8 principal | 
thing that is to be ſought our, is to enquire | 
into the Cauſethar brings it on. The cauſe 
in this Chapter as you haue partly heard, was | 


41 ininrie off:red vnto the Prieithood, and | 


Moſes and Azron. Ttake no pleaſure in apply- 
ing the ſinne by way of compariſon : I onely 


pray that the Sacriledge of this Citie be not 
| C2 the 
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the principall ſinne layd to their charge in| f 
this Plague : We haue hcard enovgh, if any | 
thing bee enovgh. God give vnderſtanding 
hearts to apply, and tolay the finger vpon 
the right ſoarc, Fortoo ſure weare thewrarb 
of the Lordis gone out, The Indgements of 
God for finne, and againſt ſinners,as they arc 
many innumber, and divers in kinde, ſome- | 
times ſecret, ſometimes open, ſo they are e- 
uer iuſt and vpon good cauſe. Ocults mults, 
tniuſis nulla, (aith Saint CA»2zuſtine, Yet ma- 
ny,to too many areto ſecke forthe true canſe 
as wellas for the conſideration of the perſon 
from whom «agement commeth, makiug 
rather euery thing then their owne ſinnes ; 
and euery cauſein the courſe of nature, then 
the Ged of N ature, and the cauſe ofall cauſes 
| the Author of their puniſhment : Where- 
| of itcomes to paſſe,that men thinke all iudge. 
; ments tobe ordinary, andnone extraordina- 
| rie, orto bee the rodd of Gods Vengeance . 
 wherewith he puniſheth ſinners, and ſoneuer 
| apply the puniſhwent either to themſelues, or 

| | their ſinne, or once caſt vp an eye to the Lord 
that puniſheth : Whereas indeede two things 
[are principally to be confidered in any Epi- 
demicall diſcafe or publique mileric. 

Firſt, the cauſe whereforc, and then the| 
hand that ſmiteth. Wherein the iudgement 
of the World that lookes allto ſecond cauſes 
rather then the Firft, and principall, 1s fo 

fon ly 
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fowly corn-pted, that menknow not well , 
either where to aske counſel, or how to be- 
haue themſelues being ſurpriſed with any 
d-nger; taking ſtill the wrong cauſe for the 
right, and the {ſecondfor the firſt, Whereas 
thetrue cauſe is the corrupution of manners 
that corrupts our bodics, and rottenne le in 
finne that brings rotteneic in the fleſh. But 
as the Phyſition for the body hitting vpon 
the right cauſe of the diſeaſe, doth with bet. 
ter iudgement and happier ſucceſle, cure his 
Patients. So we, when we ſhall finde the truc 
cauſe of Gods wrath, ſhallthe better know 
what to doc in thataffiiciion, and how to a- 
uoid it; Wheicin tlic fiſt thingto bec done| 
is toJooke into the Motiue that called out 
wrath,and thcn vnto the hand that doth exe- 
cuteit, For the firſt, that ſinne is the maine 
cauſe of Gods diſpleaſure, it needs no farther | 
ſearch thenthe guilt of our owne conſcien- 
ces; andthe iniquitie of the times beyond 
meaſure ſinneſull : Sothat the wrath of God 
is reucaled from heaucn againſt the wngodly- 
weſſe, and vnrighteouſhes of men, Frm. 1, 18. 
Its not this or that Coniundtion of the Pla. 
nets, or the ſundry Ecclipſcs of the Sunne | 
and the Moone that wiſares fondly imagine | 
but the Lord of heauen and of heauenly c1ea-| 
tures, of the carthard all that therein 1s, that 
ſo draweth the Sword of his wrath, that the | 
very ayre, and breath of our life ſall bee our | 
C 3 poyſon 
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payſon for the fiane of the Soule; and ! 
waerc hs isnot preacnted, and that quickly, 
with ancaineſt inuocarion of his name, and 
vafained repentance of our finnefullliues, 

Tie very drees of his wrath will bze powred 
out, b:cauſe men are ſetledin the lees and 
dreggs of thcir finnes. Let not men then 
looke to the right handorthe lctr, andlike 
the corrupted ſOnnes of Adm .conceale cheir 
owne faults and lay them vpon others, but 


intothe blots and {taines of their OWNe Vn- 
cleaneneſſe; Scarch and tris their owne 
hearts, and they ſhall ſoone nade the cauſe 
of the breach betweene God and Man. 
Thelſinne certainc ofthe f1rt man, was the 
firſt breach ; and euer (iace as finne hath 10- 
creaſed and abounded, ſo hath Gud and man 
bene {eparatcd and diuided. And howfoc- 
uer 1n the aboundance of hismmercic he hath 
ſuch a regard of ſianztull man, that he is rc- 
co:1ciled in the attonemeat made in his one- 


[ly Soane, an4 mans alone Sauiour; yerſuch 


is che coi dition of iis [aſtice, that 1s his mer- 
cie waats not aboundant clemencie ; : ſo the 
ſame wants not dic {eucritie : Nor can hee 
ea:urethe thing that is euill,nor can his eyes 
thatare pure cye3, behold any thing that is 
vnclcane in it {eltc,or by the bloud of the vn- 
cleanſed, bur ſtill hee puniſheth with juſtice 
the {ines of the wicked ; And though there 
be 


<— — 


[ct them turne their eyes inward, and looke 


| 
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Lenocondemnation is Im that arein Chriſ 
| leſus, Kem.,8,t, Yet IS t].cic correction duc 
\ roſuch as].uc afier ihe firfſb, ard not a fter the 
ſpirit: Andihouz2h the bioug of —__ were| 

] 


an Attoncment ſuffici:nt for all our firncs 
and by his dcath hce appeaſcth his Fathc1s 
_ and payd the priſc of our Redempti- 
: yet that bloud of his 1cft no libertic to 
build our {inncs vpon his death ; for that is 
ſucking of the blovud of Chriſt to faſt, 
and turning the giace of God into wanton 
neſſe, For though God was reconciled vnto | | 
man by his Sonne, yer thar reconciliatior: 
ncuer rcached {0 fare, as to make a peace be. 1 
- tweene Cod ana Sinze, True it 1s, that great | 
ſinncs are forgiucn in the Attonement made 
betweene Gud and his Sonne in the peni- 
tent 2 yet doth he puniſh eucn [mall fi»nes, 
ſtill inthe ſonnes of menthat are impenitent ; 
andalbcir his mercic doth alwaics flye and 
cry about his Throanc, yct it doth not ſo 
cry, as that he can hearc no other cry againſt 
vs, Forthecry of our finges will goe vp as 3 | 
here it did, andneuer ccaſe crying in his carc 
for Iuſticc till they awake him, as it were out 
of the ſ]cepe of his long ſuffering and pati- 
ence, Atel: blovd will cry againſt Caine,Gen. 
4.10, Danic's {irme of Adultery and Murder 
will call for Tuſtice, 2 S«m. 12. Geheſtes cor- 
ruption willdrawc ona Leprofie, 2 Kings 5. 


Andtheveay Stone will cry our of the w _ 
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of Oppreſſion, Hab.z.1 1. So that howſoeuer 
for Qur cofort, he hath an earc of mercie for 
crying ſinners : yer to reſtraine our corrup- 
tion andto keepe vs in awe that we fin not, 
| he hathalſo an care of Tuſtice forcryine ſons ; 
zadno cuill doth at anytime befall vs on'r, 
[ir is the puniſhment of ſome finne; and 
| whereas God doth many times forbeare ma- 
ny, and like 1#narbens Bow ſhoots ſhort of vs, 
or on the right hand, or the ctr, or beyond 
vs : yet that forbearance 1s no acquittance, 4A \ 
| {bur makes his puniſhment more grieuous 
when it comes. For as it is impoſſible but the 
| all ſeeing eye of God ſhould ſee theſinnes of 
the Sonnes of men: ſoit is impoſlible thar 
ſceing inthe end hee ſhould not puniſh, and 
ſrhough it becertaine ſure that wer nift coattus 
| percutit, heneuer ſtrickes but when hee is vr- 
| ged, and then Cafizat molenter, as Gregorie 
N_aziemFene faith. Yet when hee is vrged, 
and our finnes force him thereunto, hee w.ll -- 
puniſh with a witneſſe, wher men then haue 
made a coucuant with Death and a league 
with Hell, its high time to make an Artore- 
| ment with God, for if hee once begin, with- 
| out that he will ſurely make an ende ; Andif 
his wrath be kindled, yea but a little, Bleſſed 
are all they that put their truſt in him, Pſal, 2. 
| 12. Butif agrcatdeale, then woe bee ro all 
thoſe that prouoked him. His iudgements 
are not terriculamenta rtiricum, Colluſions 
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of Nurles to keep Chlidren in awe; but con- 
tuſtons of men abounding in finne, If rhe| 
wrath of God faſtenyp6 ys butinthis world, 
we ſhall finde it like the brand in Caires face, 
that cannot bec rubd out, like a botch ora 
blaine, that all the Balme in Gilead cannot 
cure : Forits a fearefull thing to fall into the 
handesof the angry God, and if his wrath 
be once gone Out, its time to make haſt. For 
the word of his wrath in the courſe of the 
Scriptures is neuer vied but in the full mea- | 
ſure of iniquirie, and the full meaſure of his 
Tuſtice ; Forrillthe finnes of 2ſree/came vn- 
to prouocation, and hardning of hearts, hce 
neuer {ware in his wrath, that rhey ſhowld not 
enter inte his reF, Pſal, 59. and the laſt verſe. 
Its the cxecution of 1#ſtice in the higheſt de- | 
oree,which God himſelfe teſtificth, Devr. 32. 
21. T hey haue pronoked me ts anger with their 
Vanities, but I will moxe them : For fire is kind- 
led in my Wrath, and ſhall burne unts the bot- 
tome of Hell, and ſhall __— the Earth with 
her increaſe : 1will ſend plagues and beſiow my 
arrowes vpon them, they ſhall bee conſumed with 
4 bitter deſiruttion. Ina word, the terrour of 
Gods wrath is ſoterrible as no man can «x- 
prefle ir, for who knoweth the pewer of his 
wrath, Pſal.go.11. Whereby weeſce how 
grcat adanger it is for men, when his Wrath 
is gone out againſt them, Ifay, when it is 


| 


D wrath 


Tal 


Me — 


—_—_ Ik. ———_——=_— 


20 


| 


| wrath of the Lo.d, yet 10 long as it is tuſpcn- 


' God thar there 15 a ſuf 


[his wrath be ſcnttorth : & when men poyfon' 
the Ayre with ſine, then God will poyſon' 


| The Plagne is begun, and therein we ſhall doc 
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ded by theOmnipatencie of his power,orthe 
at oundant grace of his micrcy overruling his 
Iuſtice, and {o concealed from vs, or at the 
leaſt, nor gone out againſt vs, the feare and 
the danger is the Iclie ; But it t bee gore onr, 
then irs more then rimero locke about. - Fer! 
if tbe pillers of heanen, as Jeb [aith, tremble ant; 


| quake at his reproofe, 10h 26. 11, What ſha!l: 


Sixmers On carth doc? Its a great, mercy cf 
p ; BR 


pcntion of tis I ftice,' 
for it is his mercy that C are not all conti-. 


| 
| med : But if that mcrcy be abuſcd, rhenthe 


wrath of the Lord is no longer reſtratncc,! 
bur cuen from heauen it ſelfe, from whence | 
commeth the influence of all good bleſſings ; 
tothe ſonnes of men, euen from thence ſhall 


| 


men withthe Ayre; and the very dreath of 
one man ſhall bee the baine, infetion, and 
death of another ; which is not oncly the 
going Our of his Wrath, but the exccution | 
thereof, the laſt circu:nſtance in the Text. ! 


well tocnterinto conſideration, not ſo much 
of the nature ofthe Puniſhment, as of thc {- 

cond thing to bee thought of in the Tudgc- 
ments of Gow, which rs the Hand that ſmireth. 
Wherein howſocucr naturall- men ſecke ont 
natural cauſes, as ! haue ſaid; yct hee that 
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ſauous ot any Religion, cannot bur ſay, Di- 
zites Dejeft, this isthe hand of God, him- 
{clte fo witneſling of himlelie, Eprecſe 45.7. 
lambhe, euen 1, w'ich make peace, and create 
exill, Malum pene, hee meaneth, the euill of 
puniſhment; naturall ca'"{es, being no cauſes, 
but on: ly mcanes which God victh to cha- 
ſtile the ſinnes of men, hee being the princi- 
pail and the cfticient of all judgements, The 
Scripture is botl1 plentifull and plaine, ſhew- 


comes from God, ſo this of the plague cſpe- 
cially, and therefore the Prophet prayed, | 
Pſalm, 39.11. T ake away thy Plague f3 om mee; 
for I am euen conſumed by mranes of thy heany 
band, And King Daxid acknowledgeth in 


/ence comes from the immediate hand of 


lis choiſe thatrhe puniſhment of the Peſti- | 


God ; So the Scripture callesit, Exed. 9.3. 
I he Sword ofth» Lord, 2 Chron. 21. And the | 
_Arrowes of his vengeance, Pſalm.g1.5, Ful. | 
men celeſte, the Thunderbolts of heaven, and | 
Bellums Dei contra homtnes, as {ome doe call it, * 
10 ordinary iudgement: Thereaſon. becaute 
the ſinnes that call for ic areno ordinary fins. 
For as th: finne here was no ord:nary linne; 
So ifthe linnes of our aget'-ough they beroo 
common, are no common ſinnces bur cquall, 
if not tranſc.nd that of Cerah, and }.is confe- 
derates, of which ar large in the former part 
of this Chaptcr, Who can thinke rhar a 
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common death is a {ufficient puniſhmenr.and 
not rathcr looke that the carth ſhould open 
her mouth and ({wallow vp the offenders 


| For when men hauedone whatthey car, doc, 


| by co make an cAnonment betweer.e God avid 


A 
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aliue; end they yore downe quicke mio the pit, 
as in the 3o, verſe, This Generation of 
ours, bcing roo obdurate, and hard hearted 
to be moued with ordinary iudgements. 
Wherevpon thc Lord is torced extraoruina- 
rily ro puniſh, and as it were immediately | 
by his owne hand. For itss hee that &oth 
caſt into the bed of fickneſſe. Rexel. 3.12. lob! 
the exaR parterne of patience, and mir- 
rour of Affliction, looked farther and vnio! 
highcr matter, then Winde, and ayre, torme! 
andcempeſl, the Sabears, or Satan himſcite, 
and ſaid, Dominus dedit, Dominus abſtulit, So. 
that wee muſt Ie-1nenot like beaſts, ro.looke 
aftcrthe Stone, but after the right arme that 
threw it, and not ſo much toſeeketo flye the| 
perſons and the places infeRed,as their owne 
ſfinnes which ſuch an Infection followerth. | 


* . . | 
either to prevent it before ircome, or io cure 


1t when it is come ; andthe careful prouiſicn; 

of the Magiſtrateis approved good, ande. | 
ucty ſeuerall mans care not without good} 
cauſe: yerits the Lord that muſt blcflc the 
meancs of our ſateguard ; arg that tee may 
blefle, let men ſay what they will, there is no 
{ſuch Phyficke as Prazer an1 Pexitence, there. 
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Tuſtice, ſo hee will beeknowne in hts Mercy ; | 
and lice will heare them #hat call wpon Lin. 
faiihfelly, For it is the grace of his mercy, 
and the mercy of his grace, that farre exccc. 
deth all thegrace of Herbes 2nd Drugpecs, 
all the vertue of Simplcs and Compounds ir, 
the World, for the cure of thoſe Soarcs that 
Sinne doth make. To the obtaining whercof, 
Let vs quickly, euery man for himſeclfe, and 
all, one for another flye vnto the Lord of] 
mercy, by the feruent Devotion of ourpray- 
ers; Let vs dcfire the Lord to turne our 
hearts vnto him,that he may turne his Plague 
from vs ; That vato our Prayers wee may 
ioyne our Periterce, and with our Pewitence, 
the amendment of our liues, that wee thay 
thereby enter vnto a ſcrious Meditation of 
our own fins,that haue prouoked his V2 ath, 
and of his wrath that doth pun:ſh our (tnti.'s, 
acknowledging, and that feelingly, that the 
things that wee ſuffer, are moſt iuſtly duc to 
the f19nes that wee have committed : lecing 
hce that ſuffers moſt, cannot ſuffer {0 mui) | 
as he doth deſerue, 

In one word, let Vs dt fre the Lord of a} 
meitcie, to be merciful} ynto vs, ord (G pur | 
vs graceto [tay the courſe of ovt [tomitinglth. vt 
hee may withall ſtay the hand of hits put 11; 
ing. That albeit he have bogiunne, Y-1 5 1 
he n ould goe no «ae I lay it 1s £51 
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\Thatar among al! the bleſſing and fauours be- 


towed vpon this Church, vpn our moſt 
Noble King, vpon his right worthy Coun- 
{ellors, the whole State and his people, hee 
ſuftcrnortthe meaſure of his Tuſtice,to exceed 
che meaſure of his mercie, lcſt wee bee con- 
{umed in his wrarh, and brought ro nothing 
in his heauic diſpleaſure. Spare vs goud 
Lord, ſpare vs w- beſecch thee, for the graue 
cannor-confefle thee, the dead cannot praiſc 
thee, burthe living, yea the liuing ſhall glo- 
rificthy Name in the multiru-lc of thy mer- 
cies : as we doe this day, yeelding vato thy 
glorious Maieſtic, all power, praiſe,glo- 
ry, and thankeſgiuing, the reſt of 
| this day andfor cuermore, 
CAmen, 
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